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Many copies of treaties concluded between European sovereigns and the Mamluk sultans are preserved in 
European archival centers, particularly in Venice, Genoa, Florence, Barcelona and Ragusa. They facilitate studying 
the relations that existed between the Mamluk authorities and the Europeans settled in Egypt and Syria from the 
thirteenth century until the end of the fifteenth century. Arabic was the language of the original texts issued by 
the chancellery of the sultans, which were then translated to provide a copy for the European envoys. The texts 
of the treaties concluded between the Mamluk sultans and the Italian rulers were not quoted in the chronicles 
and the books of the Mamluk period chancellery. The authors of these manuscripts did not refer to the translation 
of the texts written in Arabic into Latin and Italian or state who the translators of these texts were. They gave 
no information about translator practices of the time or the criteria and norms adopted in translating treaties and 
correspondence between the sultans and the Italian rulers. Hence the importance of the translated texts preserved 
in the Italian archives, which are sources providing very plentiful material and important information about 
writing style, the translation method adopted, vocabulary and orthographic variants, the chancellery language 
adopted in diplomacy with Europe and its progress from the thirteenth century till the fifteenth century. 


The article aims to study and analyze the influence of Arabic on Italian diplomacy in an attempt to answer the 
following questions: Why were Arabic words used in Italian and Latin translations? To what extent was the 
translation accurate? And was the linguistic influence monodirectional or mutual? 


Keywords: Mamluks, Venice, Florence, Genoa, Chancellery. 
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2 John Wansbrough, "A Mamluk Ambassador to Venice in 913/1507," Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, vol. 26, no. 
3 (1963), pp. 503-530; Wilhelm Heyd, Histoire du commerce du Levant au Moyen Âge, vol. IT, Furcy Reynaud (trans.) (Amsterdam: Adolf 
M. Hakkert, 1959), pp. 488-490, 493; Eliyahu Ashtor, Levant Trade in the later Middle Ages (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1984), 
PP. 497-499; Pietro Ghinzoni, "Un ambasciatore del Soldano d'Egitto alla corte Milanese del 1476," Archivio Storico Lombardo, no. 2 (1875), 
PP. 155-178. 
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circassiens," Annales Islamologiques, no. 38 (2004), p. 297. 
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34  Tafel & Thomas, vol. 3, p. 488; Thomas, vol. 1, p. 290; Ibid., vol. 2, p. 168. 
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Call «51449 /28535 p1442 /2845 ele à sie Olalulls BJ) (50 ÉSY Eaié all caalall à césséul 
JS ogié cil rullls «sf 090 Slsll Gén gts cill cnenjill SSL ss LS cigee à ali 
carcharicuolis «germe és {85 (3e dloaxull jé CL j2x dus ils nella paré paul 5] 19e Rues 
OSag Ba) sales, le ec NT LUS JRS 4 pl JI ce Le ELus,9l8 (3 Sol dell 55 dax sl cuis ezavorra 3 
.(4) Jos 8 LS AN ae 55 oi 


48  Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 307, 321, 364. 
49  Fabris, p. 59. 
50  Amari, pp. 336, 340. 
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14499 1442 se AS ANT &o 55 g%xl) Sal] 1422 ple Lu ,olô Ro 859%xll Saelel| 
bastaxi, bastasi(5) bastagii 
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porte sancte porta santa 
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barcharicuoli6® 
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germe”) 


cel sluel (p : pull 


él «P1449 /28539 «p1442 /28459 «1422 /»825 AP ä dj] cl ales ä Larll cls,all il léges 


dl 4x guess je dll halle Slojäll (5e yes 544) gula)l JlostuVl qu fau ol goal (2 lb (pe 
9 os dl ce paxé Je Lol loudl 33459 &Solell ialull à 45) 
JV ee Gnelsdl ji JMS LE Y Gloss à Lex sul drag ol pull pe pl Le ail IS Alt ojx je 
ASal us JL dl Clg) SSL bé el Je RobSs doydl LAS Gaud GENle solid 
Corolle dell à SNS Laye LS (J dej halls GLS jt JEAN GB cui sllls 
Be il luatll og dax] LM lg  onérall cle MEN ae les Sos V eloyie Gyll gps ga 
ag «claalall se aaëll èl NT plsl 45 ecablulle coll con all 63 CN nl Soul ge exil 
Rd, SE ps SSI LES 115 3 SÉMSV of onu «lé jus cel las! 6593 cye léiganes LR Le Llidl 


odlxil 51 
-odlxl 52 
oball 53 


jbl Je ébloll cglggull Leyée GE ll Lei né pouls cle Je AND Gosse LS 54 
sLU à ge, ss au cie ce aa BE pass cils 1 all CS bol of ous ll 55 
LS 40 axäll zavorrar Jai LA Cguui,dlall Joarut claire es M Jasl se Auaull le à aude Le edf e'ésale" ul RISU cs 56 
l “Hau) Hi (ge (sl (&,glo) zavorra 
pal So €5 2 c'egll" ke cell" dope LS 57 
58 Thomas, vol. 2, pp. 320-327; Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 353-361; Wansbrough, "Venice," pp. 487-497. 
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CL lo ls y PK] Deal la  Berall GUI OV ANT cel AA RU & MY sels Gale 
8 cils cneateglalls slSol Je Url à lots pari All Glodlaoll jèns dell ce Las Ge le La gl 
De ul aolg obl  LuleghAl Je (à doilll 8uVl ss LS loles &Sslall ELU Jlysbs GEL ns) _ 
pol Si etrol Alley) Sal LV colons  DÉSI pau el ccslaalael Lu yall opel ié AY J] La all 
S elgll pla} GS Gal jâus - done ge - AL cle clgleatuol gggl V1 c'cge SI" of "goal" Je cales 
AS 4e "Ole" 9" Jaë"o cu all (ve (bail col) "LS" fre luseill y>]l pe & loco dla) csYolel 
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-klle glusls 556 gs à 2 al &Sglell 


dl Of 5e Ré Je die AU Solell LV Gloss & AMV le LMI QI Lol 65e Adaill Lez jyl" cols 
SN ous 3 etats dep jUl C6lSg AL Y Bges cdug)V GA ge LS duleshos Les SÉME agé LSololl 
aus Ball Sie Bsse jé 90 ail céléés lus 1 Yale cloud] pu 83gêe lames gles Le 
Elie ée ueldl Gil E LEI hall le «bull ge pedels à ol gl CI 8saille xx ul 
mobil Jelal LUS lo .dluoill 8 dl jlse à cds5 Lil 8aysodl &uoysl Re Lui ,olè dodo oo 
og ve all tas SN E OR ed 5 JS à 5 JR Je SU cgpe Je cs og da à 
Mile opel SSI, ces de 8389 cduwlosball 3 Laseull LG Slally SAINT 2x slexel (Je elésYl 
LB JooY Le ces (le pois cles GS 89la)l dulosbul 4) coul À US (4e mis dll Jau\le aeladll 
QI do yrll (je lt 5 se HS 15 Sldlg lol ax son BIT lin (peus po LS, dés te ds duuluus 
Sluloe Mo LT Gloss à Gal col PAT lie CSS escus el QUES JS pue gd sloile LIL Y 0 sl 
Q 84exxll LT on (569 .Sgloll all less ie LIU Gil aus où 095 LA JE LENS des] dei NUS 
Ehjell ox de AV sliglls 2GOlo Spa 25H AULIVT Ge gje ce LES Aug Clsyée ali duleghal 
ose «laugh j>u)l 3e câlie ou blslls Jlool ESge5 Lace rs célollg Lulu Je 4 Elang act 21 
AD Lo PL sl La Lingua Franca "&>,a)| 4xll" ne «le oowleobAIl 


59 Wansbrough, Lingua franca, pp. 147-150; Jocelyne Dakhlia, Lingua franca: Histoire d'une langue métisse en Méditerranée, Collection 
Bleu (Paris: Actes Sud, 2008), pp. 31-37. 
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